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gbsirvazti%n })f 1Plagstoma seminationis.

n the 2nd. July 1988 at about noon I took a sequence of colour sli i

of P]atostorrud flies in copula on the South Downqs near Storrington,lgszsgi ?(gxa{]é

ref. TQ 064118). On eventually examining the slides I realised that they showed

the cIasgmg together of the respective mouthparts of the two individuals
resumably to make the coupling more stable. The species was later identified
or me by Peter Chandler as Platystoma seminationis.

The accompanying sketch is drawn from a print of the slide. Some detail has been
omitted for clarity.

Andy Callow.
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Some Scottish records of Tipula limbata Zetterstedt (Diptera; Tipulidae)

Since Edwards introduced Tipula limbata to the British list in 1926 (Ent. mon.
Mag,, 62: 34, as T. vafra Riedel) based on specimens from Logie, Morayshire,
there have been few other references to its occurrence in the British Isles. Coe
(1950, R.E.S. Handbook, 9: 21) adds Austwick, Yorkshire, and Lawmuir,
Lanarkslire, is a third record (Dobson, 1974, J. Animal Ecol.,43:514). I can add
two more Scottish records. One was amongst pitfall trap material sent to me for
determination from Crianlarich, Argyll, collected by lan McGowan, and the other
I collected by sweetping at Merkland Burn, Brodick, Arran, The dates of capture
in this country are from August to October which correspond with its flight period
elsewhere. Its known distribution is throughout the northern palaeartic to the
Bering Straits and in the alpine parts of central Europe.

E. Geoffrey Hancock

ASPECTS OF OVERWINTERING ACTIVITY IN DIPTERA
Robert and Ruth Blackith

Summary

In a Phragmites fen and birch woodiand 24 families of Diptera were recorded during January -
February, 1988. Only 6 families occurred in both habitats, 12 lived only in the fen, and 6 lived
only in the woodland. Whereas flies up to 2 cm long dwelt in the woodland, those in the fen,
with one exception, were restricted to less than 0.5 cm, the approximate size of entry holes
made in the reed stems by Wainscot moths. A helcomyzid whose larvae live in large wet
masses of wrack on beaches during the summer was found to breed in small masses during the
winter. The complexity of the interlocking factors determining winter survival is stressed.

Sommaire

Pendant I'hiver ( Janvier - Février, 1988 ) 24 familles de diptéres étaient collectionnées ou
dans une boulaie ou dans un marais de Phragmites. 1l y avait 6 familles inféodées a la boulaie,
tandis que 12 en €taient au marais. Pas plus que 6 familles partagaient les deux milieux. La
plus grande mouche dans la boulaie était de 2 cm quoique celle du marais était normalement de
0.5 cm, effectivement la largeur des trous creusés dans les tiges de Phragmites par certaines
lepidopteres qui y vivent. Une espece de Helcomyzidae dont les larves habitent de gros amas
de varech en été a survécu dans des brins de varech I'hiver durant. L'enchevétrement des
facteurs reglant fa survivance hivernale des dipteres est mis en relief.
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